ON MISSION
God’s Power In and through God’s People To Accomplish God’s Mission

J E S U S H A S A S C E N D E D ! N OW W H AT ?

B AC K G RO U N D
& CONTEXT

LUKE-ACTS
ACTS 1:1-3

In my former book,
Theophilus, I wrote about all
that Jesus began to do and to
teach 2 until the day he was
taken up to heaven, after
giving instructions through the
Holy Spirit to the apostles he
had chosen. 3 After his
suffering, he showed himself
to these men and gave many
convincing proofs that he was
alive. He appeared to them
over a period of forty days and
spoke about the kingdom of
God.

TO BE MY
WITNESSES
AC T S 1 : 8

8 But you will receive
power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you;
and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth."

THE ASCENSION
AC T S 1 : 9

9 After he said this,
he was taken up
before their very
eyes, and a cloud
hid him from their
sight.

22

"Men of Israel, listen to this:
Jesus of Nazareth was a man
accredited by God to you by
miracles, wonders and signs,
which God did among you
through him, as you
yourselves know. 23 This man
was handed over to you by
God's set purpose and
foreknowledge; and you, with
the help of wicked men, put
him to death by nailing him to
the cross. 24 But God raised
him from the dead, freeing him
from the agony of death,
because it was impossible for
death to keep its hold on him.

PETER ACTS 2:22-24

PETER
ACTS 2:32-33
32

God has raised this
Jesus to life, and we
are all witnesses of the
fact. 33 Exalted to the
right hand of God, he
has received from the
Father the promised
Holy Spirit and has
poured out what you
now see and hear.

STEPHEN
Acts 7:51-53 51 "You stiffnecked people, with
uncircumcised hearts and
ears! You are just like your
fathers: You always resist the
Holy Spirit! 52 Was there ever
a prophet your fathers did not
persecute? They even killed
those who predicted the
coming of the Righteous One.
And now you have betrayed
and murdered him-- 53 you
who have received the law
that was put into effect
through angels but have not
obeyed it."

STEPHEN
Acts 7:54-55

When they heard
this, they were furious
and gnashed their
teeth at him. 55 But
Stephen, full of the
Holy Spirit, looked up
to heaven and saw the
glory of God, and
Jesus standing at the
right hand of God.
54

PAU L
B O L DY & U N H I N D E R E D
Acts 28:31
31

Boldly and
without hindrance
he preached the
kingdom of God
and taught about
the Lord Jesus
Christ.

PETER & JOHN
AC T S 3 : 6 - 8
Then Peter said, "Silver or
gold I do not have, but what I
have I give you. In the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
walk." 7 Taking him by the
right hand, he helped him up,
and instantly the man's feet
and ankles became strong. 8
He jumped to his feet and
began to walk. Then he went
with them into the temple
courts, walking and jumping,
and praising God.
6

PETER & JOHN
AC T S 3 : 1 2 - 1 4
When Peter saw this, he said to them:
"Men of Israel, why does this surprise you?
Why do you stare at us as if by our own
power or godliness we had made this man
walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified
his servant Jesus. You handed him over to
be killed, and you disowned him before
Pilate, though he had decided to let him
go. 14 You disowned the Holy and
Righteous One and asked that a murderer
be released to you.
12

PETER & JOHN
AC T S 3 : 1 5 - 1 6
15

You killed the author of life,
but God raised him from the
dead. We are witnesses of this.
16 By faith in the name of
Jesus, this man whom you see
and know was made strong. It
is Jesus' name and the faith
that comes through him that
has given this complete healing
to him, as you can all see.
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They are empowered by the Holy Spirit to
be bold witnesses of Jesus
They are preaching and teaching Jesus
They are making disciples of Jesus
They are baptizing in Jesus’ name
They are healing in his name
They are casting out demons in his name
Taking communion together in remembrance
of Jesus’ sacrifice
Worshipping on Sundays now in celebration
of Jesus’ resurrection

