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Growth Through Prayer



Why Do I need to Pray?

•Do my prayers 

really matter?

•Doesn’t God 

already know what 

he’s going to do?

•What’s the point?



We Pray in Response to Scripture • Jeremiah 33:3 3 'Call 
to me and I will answer 
you and tell you great 
and unsearchable 
things you do not 
know.'

• 1 Thessalonians 5:17
17 pray without ceasing;
• Philippians 4:6 6 Do 

not be anxious about 
anything, but in 
everything, by prayer 
and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God.



We Follow Godly Examples

King David
• Psalm 4:1b A psalm of David. Answer 

me when I call to you, O my righteous 
God. Give me relief from my distress; be 
merciful to me and hear my prayer.

• Psalm 5:1b-3 A psalm of David. Give 
ear to my words, O LORD, consider my 
sighing.  2 Listen to my cry for help, my 
King and my God, for to you I pray.  3 In 
the morning, O LORD, you hear my 
voice; in the morning I lay my requests 
before you and wait in expectation.



We Follow Godly Examples

Daniel
Daniel 6:9-11 9 So King Darius 
put the decree in writing.  10 Now 
when Daniel learned that the 
decree had been published, he 
went home to his upstairs room 
where the windows opened 
toward Jerusalem. Three times a 
day he got down on his knees 
and prayed, giving thanks to his 
God, just as he had done before.  
11 Then these men went as a 
group and found Daniel praying 
and asking God for help.



We Follow Godly Examples

Jesus
• Luke 6:12 12 One of those 

days Jesus went out to a 
mountainside to pray, and
spent the night praying to 
God. 

• Mark 1:35 35 Very early in 
the morning, while it was still 
dark, Jesus got up, left the 
house and went off to a 
solitary place, where he 
prayed. 



We Follow Godly Examples

The Church in Acts

• Acts 1:14 14 They all 
joined together constantly 
in prayer, along with the 
women and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and with 
his brothers.

• Acts 12:12 12 When this 
had dawned on him, he 
went to the house of Mary 
the mother of John, also 
called Mark, where many 
people had gathered and 
were praying.

• Acts 6:4 4 and will give 
our attention to prayer 
and the ministry of the 
word."



We Pray to Grow Closer to God



Dwight L Moody

“The Christian on his 
knees sees more than 
the philosopher on 
tiptoe.” 



We Pray Because
God Answers Prayer

• Psalm 17:6 6 I call on 
you, O God, for you 
will answer me; give 
ear to me and hear 
my prayer.

• 1 John 5:14-15 14

This is the confidence 
we have in 
approaching God: that 
if we ask anything 
according to his will, 
he hears us.  15 And if 
we know that he 
hears us-- whatever 
we ask-- we know that 
we have what we 
asked of him.



We Pray Because
God Answers Prayer

2 Chronicles 7:14-15 14 if my 
people, who are called by my 
name, will humble themselves and 
pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then will I 
hear from heaven and will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land.  15

Now my eyes will be open and my 
ears attentive to the prayers offered 
in this place.



James 5:14-16 4 Is any 
one of you sick? He should 
call the elders of the church 
to pray over him and anoint 
him with oil in the name of 
the Lord.  15 And the prayer 
offered in faith will make the 
sick person well; the Lord 
will raise him up. If he has 
sinned, he will be forgiven.  
16 Therefore confess your 
sins to each other and pray 
for each other so that you 
may be healed. The prayer 
of a righteous man is 
powerful and effective. 

We Pray Because
God Answers Prayer



A Personal Illustration



When We Pray
Matthew 6:5-8 5 "And when you pray, do not 
be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and on the street 
corners to be seen by men. I tell you the 
truth, they have received their reward in full.  
6 But when you pray, go into your room, close 
the door and pray to your Father, who is 
unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is 
done in secret, will reward you.  7 And when 
you pray, do not keep on babbling like 
pagans, for they think they will be heard 
because of their many words.  8 Do not be 
like them, for your Father knows what you 
need before you ask him.



When We Pray

Romans 8:26-27 26 In the same way, 
the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We 
do not know what we ought to pray for, 
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 
with groans that words cannot express.  
27 And he who searches our hearts 
knows the mind of the Spirit, because 
the Spirit intercedes for the saints in 
accordance with God's will.



Growth Through Prayer


