


What is the meaning of life?
Why am I here? Does any of this truly matter?





Ecclesiastes 2:8-9 8 I 
amassed silver and gold 
for myself, and the 
treasure of kings and 
provinces. I acquired men 
and women singers, and 
a harem as well-- the 
delights of the heart of 
man.  9 I became greater 
by far than anyone in 
Jerusalem before me. In 
all this my wisdom stayed 
with me.  

Treasure



TreasureEcclesiastes 2:10-11 10 I 
denied myself nothing my 
eyes desired; I refused my 
heart no pleasure. My heart 
took delight in all my work, 
and this was the reward for 
all my labor.  11 Yet when I 
surveyed all that my hands 
had done and what I had 
toiled to achieve, everything 
was meaningless, a chasing 
after the wind; nothing was 
gained under the sun.



Treasure

Ecclesiastes 5:10 
10 Whoever loves 
money never has 
money enough; 
whoever loves wealth 
is never satisfied with 
his income. This too 
is meaningless



Treasure
Ecclesiastes 5:13-16 3 I have seen 
a grievous evil under the sun: wealth 
hoarded to the harm of its owner,  14

or wealth lost through some 
misfortune, so that when he has a 
son there is nothing left for him.  15

Naked a man comes from his 
mother's womb, and as he comes, so 
he departs. He takes nothing from his 
labor that he can carry in his hand.  16

This too is a grievous evil: As a man 
comes, so he departs, and what does 
he gain, since he toils for the wind?



Creativity
Ecclesiastes 2:4-6 4 I 
undertook great 
projects: I built houses 
for myself and planted 
vineyards.  5 I made 
gardens and parks and 
planted all kinds of fruit 
trees in them.  6 I made 
reservoirs to water 
groves of flourishing 
trees.



Ecclesiastes 2:17-18 

17 So I hated life, 
because the work that is 
done under the sun was 
grievous to me. All of it 
is meaningless, a 
chasing after the wind.  
18 I hated all the things I 
had toiled for under the 
sun, because I must 
leave them to the one 
who comes after me.  

Labor



Ecclesiastes 2:19
19 And who knows 

whether he will be a wise 
man or a fool? Yet he will 
have control over all the 
work into which I have 
poured my effort and skill 
under the sun. This too is 
meaningless. 

Labor



Pleasure
Ecclesiastes 3:12-13 12

I know that there is 
nothing better for men 
than to be happy and 
do good while they live.  
13 That everyone may 
eat and drink, and find 
satisfaction in all his 
toil-- this is the gift of 
God.



Pleasure
Ecclesiastes 2:1-3 I thought in my 
heart, "Come now, I will test you 
with pleasure to find out what is 
good." But that also proved to be 
meaningless.  2 "Laughter," I said, 
"is foolish. And what does pleasure 
accomplish?"  3 I tried cheering 
myself with wine, and embracing 
folly-- my mind still guiding me 
with wisdom. I wanted to see what 
was worthwhile for men to do 
under heaven during the few days 
of their lives.



Ecclesiastes 1:16
16 I thought to 
myself, "Look, I 
have grown and 
increased in 
wisdom more than 
anyone who has 
ruled over 
Jerusalem before 
me; I have 
experienced much 
of wisdom and 
knowledge."

Knowledge & Wisdom



Knowledge & Wisdom Ecclesiastes 1:17-18 
17 Then I applied 
myself to the 
understanding of 
wisdom, and also
of madness and 
folly, but I learned 
that this, too, is a 
chasing after the 
wind.  18 For with 
much wisdom 
comes much 
sorrow; the more 
knowledge, the 
more grief.



Justice

Ecclesiastes 2:14-15 
14 The wise man has 
eyes in his head, while 
the fool walks in the 
darkness; but I came to 
realize that the same fate 
overtakes them both.  15

Then I thought in my 
heart, "The fate of the 
fool will overtake me 
also. What then do I gain 
by being wise?" I said in 
my heart, "This too is 
meaningless."



The Conclusion: Fear God
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 
13 Now all has been 
heard; here is the 
conclusion of the 
matter: Fear God and 
keep his 
commandments, for this 
is the whole duty of 
man.  14 For God will 
bring every deed into 
judgment, including 
every hidden thing, 
whether it is good or 
evil. 




