
PROVERBS:

THE ART OF LIVING WELL





•Proverbs 26:7 Like the legs which 

are useless to the lame, So is a proverb 

in the mouth of fools.

•Proverbs 26:9 9 Like a thornbush in a 

drunkard's hand is a proverb in the 

mouth of a fool.



Authorship
• Proverbs 1:1 The proverbs of 

Solomon son of David, king of Israel

• Proverbs 24:23 These also are 
sayings of the wise: To show 
partiality in judging is not good: 

• Proverbs 30:1 The sayings of Agur
son of Jakeh-- an oracle: This man 
declared to Ithiel, to Ithiel and to 
Ucal: 

• Proverbs 31:1 The sayings of King 
Lemuel-- an oracle his mother 
taught him: 



The Purpose of Proverbs
2 for attaining wisdom and 
discipline; for 
understanding words of 
insight;  3 for acquiring a 
disciplined and prudent 
life, doing what is right 
and just and fair;  4 for 
giving prudence to the 
simple, knowledge and 
discretion to the young Proverbs 1:2-6 



The 
Purpose

of Proverbs

5 let the wise listen 
and add to their 
learning, and let 
the discerning get 
guidance-- 6 for 
understanding 
proverbs and 
parables, the 
sayings and 
riddles of the wise.



The Young

•Understand
•Learn
•Grow



The Wise

•Listen

•Grow in 
understanding

•Get guidance



The Fool



King Solomon
1 Kings 3:5-6 5 At Gibeon the 
LORD appeared to Solomon during 
the night in a dream, and God said, 
"Ask for whatever you want me to 
give you."  6 Solomon answered, 
"You have shown great kindness to 
your servant, my father David, 
because he was faithful to you and 
righteous and upright in heart. You 
have continued this great kindness 
to him and have given him a son to 
sit on his throne this very day.  



King Solomon

1 Kings 3:7-10 7 "Now, O LORD my God, 
you have made your servant king in place of 
my father David. But I am only a little child 
and do not know how to carry out my duties. 
8 Your servant is here among the people you 
have chosen, a great people, too numerous 
to count or number.  9 So give your servant a 
discerning heart to govern your people and 
to distinguish between right and wrong. For 
who is able to govern this great people of 
yours?"  10 The Lord was pleased that 
Solomon had asked for this



The Beginning of Knowledge

•Proverbs 1:7 The fear of 
the LORD is the beginning of 
knowledge, but fools despise 
wisdom and discipline.

•Psalm 14:1b; 53:1b The fool 
says in his heart, "There is no 
God." They are corrupt, their 
deeds are vile; there is no 
one who does good.



Pharaoh



The Source of Wisdom



The Source of 
Wisdom

James 1:5 5 If any of 
you lacks wisdom, he 
should ask God, who 
gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and 
it will be given to him. 



The Art of Living Well


