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11 So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the
uncircumcision” by those who are called “the circumcision”—a physical
circumcision made in the flesh by human hands— 12 remember that you were
at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the
world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he has
made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the
hostility between us. 15 He has abolished the law with its commandments and
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the
two, thus making peace, 16 and might reconcile both groups to God in one
body[c] through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it.

17 So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to
those who were near; 18 for through him both of us have access in one Spirit
to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are
citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, 20 built
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as
the cornerstone. 21 In him the whole structure is joined together and grows
into a holy temple in the Lord; 22 in whom you also are built together spiritually
into a dwelling place for God.
Ephesians 2:11-22
(NRSV)

13 The Lord looks down from heaven;
he sees all humankind.
14 From where he sits enthroned he watches
all the inhabitants of the earth—
15 he who fashions the hearts of them all,
and observes all their deeds.
16 A king is not saved by his great army;
a warrior is not delivered by his great strength.
17 The war horse is a vain hope for victory,
and by its great might it cannot save.
18 Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him,
on those who hope in his steadfast love,
19 to deliver their soul from death,
and to keep them alive in famine.

20 Our soul waits for the Lord;
he is our help and shield.
21 Our heart is glad in him,
because we trust in his holy name.
22 Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us,
even as we hope in you.
Psalm 33:13-22 (NRSV)

11 For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for
your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.
Jeremiah 29:11(NRSV)

12 Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear
you. 13 When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with
all your heart,
Jeremiah 29:12-13 (NRSV)

1 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access
to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the
glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not disappoint
us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit that has been given to us.
Romans 5:1-5 (NRSV)

