
Possible
Mission



Purpose of Today’s Message
• Learn where we got our Bible 
• Equip you to defend it as trustworthy 
• Your mission, should you choose to 

accept it…



The Bible

• 66 books written by 40 authors 
over a 5,000 year period but 
remarkably consistent in its 
message 

• Man alone could not do this. It is, 
without a doubt, the inspired Word 
of God



Where did we get our Bible?
3rd century BC: 
Septuagint, the Old 
Testament translated 
into Greek



Where did we get our Bible?

• 4th century AD: Jerome translated 
Scripture into Latin know as the 
Vulgate



Where did we get our Bible?
• 1384: Wycliffe’s 

Bible, translated the 
Vulgate to Middle 
English 

• 1534: Martin 
Luther’s German 
translation from 
Greek and Hebrew



William Tyndale
• After Wycliffe translation: death 

penalty for translating the Bible 

• Tyndale began translating an English 
Bible from the original Greek and 
Hebrew

• He was strangled and burned at the stake in 
October of 1536 as a heretic



After Tyndale

• 1537: Matthew Bible, Myles Coverdale 
and John Rogers completed Tyndale’s 
translation 

• King Henry VIII adopted it as the 
official Bible in 1537 

• Many translations would follow



Scripture is Trustworthy!

• 600 BC: Amulet with part of Numbers 

• 2nd century BC: Septuagint fragments 

• 4th Century AD: Complete Septuagint

Old Testament



Scripture is Trustworthy!
150 BC: Dead Sea scrolls



Scripture is Trustworthy!
150 BC: Dead Sea scrolls



Scripture is Trustworthy!

• No ancient document has as many 
surviving manuscripts as the New 
Testament 

• Over 24,000 copies, many complete, 
in Greek and at least 12 other 
languages

New Testament



Your Mission
• God’s message 
won’t self-
destruct, but let’s 
read it with the 
same urgency

• You can read the 
whole Bible in 
one year in about 
20 minutes a day.


