


Planning Follows Christ’s 
Detours

Matthew 26:33-35, 69-75



Series Overview

Planning follows Christ’s Desire 
Planning follows Christ’s Direction 
Planning follows Christ’s Detours 
Planning follows Christ’s Discipline



Defining Detours

Detour: a long or roundabout route 
that is taken to avoid something or 
to visit somewhere along the way.



Tony Evans Quote

• Part of reaching your destiny 
is understanding your 
detours – Tony Evans



Why We Avoid Detours

Detours cost time 
Detours create change 
Detours cause confusion  



Matthew 26:33-35

33 Peter replied, "Even if all fall away on 
account of you, I never will." 34 "I tell 
you the truth," Jesus answered, "this 
very night, before the rooster crows, 
you will disown me three times." 35 But 
Peter declared, "Even if I have to die 
with you, I will never disown you." And 
all the other disciples said the same. 



The Detour of Confidence

Self-confident behavior leads to 
foolishness 
Self-confident behavior leads to 
failure 
Self-confident behavior leads to 
falling



Matthew 26:69-75

69 Now Peter was sitting out in the 
courtyard, and a servant girl 
came to him. "You also were with 
Jesus of Galilee," she said. 70 But 
he denied it before them all. "I 
don't know what you're talking 
about," he said. 



Matthew 26:69-75

71 Then he went out to the gateway, 
where another girl saw him and said 
to the people there, "This fellow was 
with Jesus of Nazareth." 72 He 
denied it again, with an oath: "I don't 
know the man!" 73 After a little 
while, those standing there went up 
to Peter and said, "Surely you are 
one of them, for your accent gives 
you away."



Matthew 26:69-75

74 Then he began to call down curses 
on himself and he swore to them, "I 
don't know the man!" Immediately a 
rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter 
remembered the word Jesus had 
spoken: "Before the rooster crows, 
you will disown me three times." And 
he went outside and wept bitterly.



The Detour from Connection

Peter denies awareness 
Peter denies loyalty 
Peter denies faithfulness



The Detour from Communion

Peter denies association 
Peter denies leadership 
Peter denies fellowship



The Detour from Concern

Peter denies acceptance 
Peter denies love 
Peter denies faith



The Detour through Confession

Repentance requires sorrow 
Repentance requires surrender 
Repentance requires submission



How to Handle Detours

Face the reality 
Figure out a plan 
Follow the signs 
Finish strong


