


The Greatest Cause

John 4:35, Matthew 9:37-38



Series Review

• Love is a command 
• Love is a choice 
• Love makes us like Jesus 
• Love is about showing it to others 
• Love is about action



When Do We Love People?

• We love people when they need it 
• Transitions – New home, new child, new 

job or new year 
• Troubles – Loss of a job, loss of a loved 

one, illness 
• We love people at all times



John 4:35

• 35 Do you not say, 'Four months more 
and then the harvest'? I tell you, open 
your eyes and look at the fields! They 
are ripe for harvest. 



Love Causes us to Focus on the Harvest

• We need to understand that the heart of 
Jesus is constantly focused on the 
harvest. 

• Jesus is always looking for opportunities 
to bring new people into His Kingdom 

• We need to be looking for ways that we 
can connect with new people and help 
them to connect with Jesus



Love Challenges us to Be Aware

• Open your eyes and look at the fields 
• One of the reasons that we miss so many 

opportunities to share with others is 
because we have our eyes closed 

• We need to be open to reaching out to 
those who are ready



Love Motivates us to Be Ready

• They are ripe for harvest 
• The harvest is important 
• The whole point of planting is to get the 

harvest 
• The harvest is urgent 
• Now is the time to get into the fields and 

go after the harvest



Matthew 9:37-38

• 37 Then he said to his disciples, "The 
harvest is plentiful but the workers are 
few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field."



Love Creates a Vision for the Harvest

• The Harvest is Necessary 
• We do not change the world by winning 

converts, we change the world by 
making disciples – John Wesley 

• The harvest is plentiful



Doing the Math

• Within a 5 mile radius of this church is a 
population of approximately 187,000 
people 

• 162,000 of the people in our surrounding 
community do not go to church anywhere. 

• If our church reached ¼ of 1% of the 
surrounding unchurched population, we 
would average 405 people more on Sunday



Love Moves us to Work for the Harvest

• There is Always work to do 
• There will never be a time that we can 

say that the work of the harvest is done 
• There is a great need for workers 
• We do not need more pastors, we need 

more lay workers to help carry the load of 
the work



Reaching ¼ of 1%

• What would happen in our church if we 
could reach ¼ of 1%? 

• This would mean that we would increase 
the Kingdom by 70 people 

• It will never happen without everyone 
helping



How Can You Help Serve the Harvest?

• Be Willing 
• Pray 
• Invite People to Church 
• Learn how to share the gospel


