


The Greatest Command

• Mark 12:30-31 
• 1 Corinthians 13:1-8



What Love Isn’t

• Love is not based in emotions  
• Emotions are unreliable 
• Emotions are unstable 
• Love is not about romance 
• Love is not based on degrees



Mark 12:30-31

• 30 Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength. 31 The 
second is this: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
commandment greater than 
these.”



Love Understood

• Love is a command 
• Our English doesn’t capture what Jesus says 

here very well – Love the Lord and keep on 
loving him. Love your neighbor and keep on 
loving them.  

•   
• Love is a choice 
• Jesus makes love a simple but 

straightforward command. How can Jesus do 
this if love is not a matter of choice? 



Love is Agape

• Most common word for love in the 
New Testament 

• Greek culture believed that agape 
was impossible to achieve because it 
was of another world 

• We will never truly be able to love 
other people until we have a personal 
encounter with the love of Jesus.



1 Corinthians 13:1-8

• 1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of 
angels, but have not love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I 
have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a 
faith that can move mountains, but have not 
love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to 
the poor and surrender my body to the 
flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 



1 Corinthians 13:1-8

• 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does 
not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love 
does not delight in evil but rejoices 
with the truth. 7 It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. 8 Love never fails 



Without Love

• Our gifts are meaningless without love 
• I am only a resounding gong 

• Our lives are pointless without love 
• I am nothing 

• Our efforts are fruitless without love 
• I gain nothing



Love Makes us Like Christ

• Love is Patient 
•  Love is Kind 
•  Love does not envy 
•  Love does not boast 
•  Love is not proud 
•  Love is not rude

• Love is not self-
seeking 

• Love is not easily 
angered 

• Love keeps no record 
of wrongs 

• Loves does not delight 
in evil 

• Love rejoices in truth



Serious Questions

• Ask yourself: Could the list of 
love characteristics describe 
me? 

• Ask yourself: Do I act like 
Jesus?



Love is Constant

• Love covers us when life throws its 
very worst at us.  

• Love gives us a depth of faith that 
allows us to trust God when life 
makes no sense.  

• Love gives us strength when 
everything in life falls apart.  

• Love will never let us down.



How Do We Love Our Neighbor?

• We treat them with respect and 
dignity 

•  We treat people the way we 
want to be treated 

•  We share the real source of 
love 


