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THE PASTOR’S 

PERSPECTIVE 

From Tragedy to Triumph 
 
With Easter just around the corner our focus should be squarely 
on the reality of the resurrection. The whole reason that the 
church celebrates on Easter is because it remembers the 
victory of Jesus over the grave.   
 
Tragedies are a fact of life 
Tragedies seem to weave through the very fabric of life.  
Thinking through our national history brings up numerous 
examples of tragedy.  

 The Assassinations of John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther        
King Jr. 

 The Challenger and Columbia space shuttle disasters 

 The Pearl Harbor and September 11th attacks on our nation 

 The Columbine, Sandy Hook, Parkland and Virginia Tech 
school shootings  

 Hurricanes Andrew, Sandy and Katrina  
 
The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of 
sinners, be crucified and on the third day raised again. 
Luke 24:7 

 
Jesus told them the tragedy was approaching 
During the Last Supper, Jesus told the disciples to celebrate communion because of His coming 
sacrifice and the power of the resurrection. The disciples did not want to deal with the tragedy 
because they were focused on other things. The tragedy of the cross paves the way for the triumph of 
the resurrection. 
 
Jesus accepted the tragedy 
None of the events of Good Friday took Jesus by surprise, He knew the cross was coming and 
accepted it. There could be no triumph without first experiencing the tragedy. There will times in life 
that will be tragic, it is weaved into the fabric of human existence but in those times of tragedy 
remember there is also triumph. We simply cannot celebrate Easter without the cross. 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Purpose 

Statement: 

We live to serve Jesus, show 

His Love and share Him with 

others.  

We do this by: 

 Multiplying Disciples 

 Reaching the Lost 

 Serve community 

needs 

 Develop fellowship 

opportunities 

 Worshipping God 

passionately 
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Jesus told them the triumph is assured 
Jesus made an almost absurd statement that He would die but rise again on the third day. Jesus 
makes it clear that there was a coming tragedy but it was already overcome. It was already defeated. 
It was already planned for. Nothing that was coming Jesus’ way was going to take Him by surprise. 
He knew what was going to happen and He embraced it because He also knew the outcome.  
 
Triumph overcomes tragedy 
Jesus understood that triumph was going to be greater than the tragedy. The events of Good Friday 
were not the end, not by any means. The reality that many of us seem to forget is that there could be 
no resurrection without the cross. There would be no new life without first a death. There is no joy 
without some pain. There is no peace without trial. There would be no hope without some 
hopelessness. There would be no triumph without the tragedy. 
 
Tragedy is never the end but just part of the path to the greatest triumph. We will never be able to 
taste resurrection without first going through the tragedy of death. Even in the worst that life can throw 
at us – there is good news. In the end, we win.     
 
Celebrating the Defeat of Death, 
Pastor Dave 
 

 

Volunteer Spotlight 
 
Cleveland Indians Fundraising 
We are heading into Baseball season and with the new prospect with the Cleveland Indians, we need 
to make the most of the opportunity. The following are the dates that we will be going to Progressive 
Field for either Dollar Dog Days or Ice Cream Stand Days. 
 
Sugardale Dollar Dog Days Schedule 
Friday May 17  
Friday May 24 
Friday June 7  
Friday June 21 
Friday July 19 
Friday August 2 
Tuesday August 13 
Friday August 23 
Tuesday September 3 
Friday September 13 
Saturday September 21 
 
We will earn $50.00 per person who helps at each of the Dollar Dog events. Times have yet to be 
determined for these but they will be morning or early afternoon. The earning potential is huge for the 
church and the work is not difficult. Every person will be asked to wear the standard uniform due to 
food safety codes. We will be seated in a room and will be given the task of wrapping hot dogs to 
prepare for the game.    
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cleveland Indians Fundraising continued: 
 
Ice Cream Stand 
May 9th – 1:10pm Thursday 
May 20th – 6:10pm Monday 
May 25 – 4:10pm Saturday 
June 22 – 4:10pm Saturday 
June 24 – 7:10pm Monday 
July 9 – All Star Game Tuesday 
July 13 – 7:10pm Saturday 
July 30 – 7:10pm Monday 
August 12 – 7:10pm Monday 
August 24 – 7:10pm Saturday 
September 5 – 1:10pm Thursday 
September 14 – 7:10pm Saturday 
 

We need at least five people to help at each of these times at the Ice Cream Stand. I have included 
the date, day of the week and the start time of the game. The time that we have to be in the stand 
depends on where they place us but we will be in the same stand for each game. There is an 
additional opportunity during the summer games to man an ice cream cart to earn additional money 
for the church. The cart requires two additional people to operate. The church will earn a percentage 
of the overall stand sales that day with a minimum of $65.00 per person who works, 
 
We also have the opportunity to volunteer at the All Star Game which falls on July 9. Delaware North 
has already told us that they need extra people for this game to help man additional carts. 
 

Ministry Spotlight 
Easter Outreach 
We are now only three weeks away from Easter. It’s just 21 short days from the biggest day of the 
year for the church. So where are we going? 
 
Mug Your Neighbor 
The mugs are now ready to be distributed to people across our community. They are sitting here for 
you to take on your way out this morning. Please be sure to invite someone this week with the mugs 
that you take.  
 
Invite Cards 
Bundles of five cards each were given out to everyone this morning during church. Take some time to 
figure out who you are going to invite. If you take a mug, invite someone different with the cards. 
Personal invites are the most effective way to reach new people for the church. 
 
Facebook Ads 
We will be doing an ongoing promotion with Facebook over the next several weeks. If you are on 
Facebook, please go and like the church Facebook page and then when the church posts come up 
on your page, please like them and share them. When you do this it helps the church increase its 
connection with people all across the community.  
 
Door Hangers 
We will be distributing door hangers for the church before Easter. We will be targeting specific 
communities and trying to get the word out about the church. 
 
 
 



 

Ministry Spotlight continued: 
Reverse Easter Egg Hunt  
We are going to go out in the next three weeks to pass out Easter Egg invites with candy in them.  
 
Flyers 
There are half sheet flyers available for promoting Easter. We are asking that you take these and 
hang them in your area. If you know that your bank has an area to hang flyers, please take one and 
hang it there. 
 
Van Ministry 
We still need a couple of people willing to drive the van down the street to Stoney Pointe and the 
Woods complex on Romig Rd. If this is something that you might be able to assist with, please see 
Pastor Dave. 
 
Nursery  
We still need help in the nursery. This is one of the areas that we must have if we want to attract 
young families. If this is something that you might be able to assist with please let Michelle Yocum 
know ASAP. 
 
First Impressions Team 
Our First Impressions Team is going to be key during the coming weeks. The more visitors that we 
have the greater the need we have to connect with them. We are looking for people to add into the 
rotation for the greeters and ushers. 
 
 

Next Sermon Series 
 
 

 
April 21 – Easter: Greater Than Death 

 
 



 
 

Vertical: The Upward Focus of Praise 
Did you realize that there are seven different words in Hebrew that we translate praise? Our English 
translation seems to be missing some of the emphasis the Old Testament places on praise. Our next 
message series is going to explore these seven different Hebrew terms through the book of Psalms 
and how they can change the way that we see God.   
 
April 28: The Manner of Praise 
May 5: The Foolishness of Praise 
May 12: The Expectation of Praise 
May 19: The Posture of Praise 
May 26: The Shout of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



April 2019 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

   

Vee-Jjitsu - 
Gym 

  

Vee-Jjitsu - 
Gym 

  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

  Council 7pm 

Vee-Jjitsu - 
Gym 

 Vee-Jjitsu - 
Gym 

Open Mic Night 
6:30pm 

CWC 
Partnership 
9:30-11:30 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

  Vee-Jjitsu - 
Gym 

 

No Evening 
Service 

Foot Washing, 
Communion, 
Tenebrae 7pm 

Open Mic Night 
6:30pm 

Servant 
Evangelism 

Prayer Vigil 

Easter Sunday        
21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

Easter Breakfast 
9:45 

 Trustee 7pm 

Vee-Jjitsu - 
Gym 

 Dedication 
Class 7pm 

Vee-Jjitsu - 
Gym 

Dinner’s On 
5:30-6:30 

 

28 29 30     

40 Days 
Celebration 

 Vee-Jjitsu - 
Gym 

    

       

       

CALENDAR 
IS SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE 

 Notifications – If you aren’t being 
notified of church closings, we don’t 
have your information. Please call or 
email the office to get on the list. 

330-753-3027 or 
secretary@wintergreenledges.org 

 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
1889 Vernon Odom Blvd 
Akron, OH 44320 
330-753-3027 
www.wintergreenledges.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Join us for Easter on April 
21st at 9:45am for Breakfast 
and 10:45am for Worship 
Service! 

http://www.wintergreenledges.org/

