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THE PASTOR’S 

PERSEPCTIVE  

Christmas is About Selfless Giving 
 
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 2 Corinthians 
9:15 (NIV) 
 

Many believe that the reason we exchange gifts on Christmas is 
because the Wise Men or Magi brought gifts to baby Jesus. 
While that is probable and a widely held opinion, might I 
suggest another possibility? The reason we exchange gifts is 
based on the selfless gift given to us by God Himself. The 
greatest of all gifts was not put in a box and wrapped with 
paper. Instead it was placed in a manger and wrapped in 
swaddling clothes.  
 
Jesus was selfless in His choice 
Think about this for just a moment. Jesus would have been in 
the glory of heaven but he traded that for the grime of a stable. 
Jesus would have received the praise of angels but He traded 
that for the rejection of earth. Jesus would have been powerful 
in His position but He traded that for the plight of humanity. 
Jesus gave up His power, His position, and His place for us. If 
we really believe that Christmas is about Jesus coming to earth, 
my question is why? Would you have even thought of doing the 

same? I wouldn’t have given it any consideration and if you’re honest, you probably wouldn’t either.     
 
Jesus was selfless in His compassion 
We see the answer to last question right here. Jesus had compassion on you and me. There is no 
other way to say it. Jesus becomes like us so that we could become like him. In the Gospel of 
Matthew it says that the heart of Jesus went out to the people because they were harassed and 
helpless like sheep without a shepherd.  
 
Jesus came because that is just how much He loves us. Why did you just leave heaven? For you and 
me, it’s that simple. Jesus choose to come to earth – He did so did reach us. The whole point of the 
message of Christmas is that Jesus is the gift and that He was given for you and for me. 
 

Jesus was selfless in his crucifixion 

It seems somewhat odd look at the cross while talking about the birth of Jesus. Or does it? The 
message of Christmas is so simple - Jesus was born to die. What the manger begins, the cross 
complete. What the stable holds, so does the tomb. What begins in Bethlehem is finished in 
Jerusalem. You cannot have Christmas without Easter. Jesus came is a sacrifice for sin.  
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Sin is not a politically correct word but it is accurate to the reality of earth. Sin means to miss the mark 
to make a mistake. If you're like me you have made missed God's best a lot and you've made more 
than your fair share of mistakes. The good news is that the story doesn't end at the cross. 
 

Jesus was selfless in His Comeback  

Jesus died on the cross. Blood flowed from his side, his body was broken. His burial was completed. 
Make no mistake Jesus was dead! This seems to be really bad news in for three days it was. The 
good news of Jesus was raised from the dead. His death paid the price for sin and his new life gives 
us hope over the grave. The purpose of the cross was to pave the way for the resurrection. Without 
the death of Jesus there could be no resurrection, no Easter.  
 

So what do we do with this selfless gift? We do with it what we do with every other gift we are given at 
Christmas – we accept it! 
 

How do we accept Jesus? 
A – Admit that you have blown it 
B – Believe that Jesus died and rose again 
C – Commit to follow Him 
 
Jesus, 
I admit that I have sinned and have blown it in my life. I admit that I have not lived up to God’s best. I 
believe that you died for my sins and that you were raised from the dead. I commit to follow you all 
the days of my life to the best of my ability. 
 
Amen 
 
Pastor Dave 
 

 

Ministry Moment 
 
Thanksgiving and Christmas Boxes 
 
This makes the 4th year we've been doing Thanksgiving boxes and the 2nd year we've been doing 
Christmas boxes. The Dinner's On committee has taken on this task since we don't provide a 
community dinner during the months of November and December due to other events going on at the 
church. We ask members of the congregation for names of individuals or families they know of who 
need help at this time of year. We also include those within our congregation who need help. We 
provide all the items to prepare a Thanksgiving or Christmas meal, plus fresh fruit. With the Christmas 
boxes we also include some type of Christmas gift. Last year it was hats, scarves and gloves for 
those 9 yrs old to adult and prayer bears and activity books for the younger children. This year the 
gifts were geared toward family time together and include movies, board games, and blankets. This 
year we passed out 10 Thanksgiving boxes and 20 Christmas boxes. We rely strictly on donations for 
this ministry. The budget the Dinner's On committee receives is for the monthly dinner only. Without 
the generosity of others, we would not be able to provide these holiday boxes. We have held 
fundraisers in the past to raise money and plan to do so again in 2019. If you would like to donate to 
Dinner’s On, there are offering envelopes on the table in the lobby.  
 
 
Respectfully,  
Tina Young 
 
 



Christmas Night Out 
On December 9th, the church held its first Christmas Night Out. We had a simple meal, a free movie 
and a Live Nativity in front of the church. We had at least 95 people come through for the meal and 
many stayed for the movie. The night was a tremendous success! Thanks to everyone who donated 
and helped plan, organize and carry out the event. 
 
December 23 at 10:45am 
We will be celebrating the Christmas season with a special worship service and a Christmas themed 
message called Searching for Hope. 
 
Christmas Eve: December 24 @ 6pm 
On Christmas Eve we will celebrate the season of Christ’s birth with a special Candlelight Service 
filled with inspiring Christmas music, communion and special Christmas themed message. 
 
Upcoming Events 
25 – Christmas 
26 – Office Closed – No Evening Service 
 
New Sermon Series 

 
Life is like a game and everyone needs to get in it! In this new message series Pastor David DeWitt 
will explore the ultimate playbook for life and how we need to be more than spectators. We have been 
called to get off the sidelines of life and start playing to win. Come join us and get in the game!  
 

January 6: Moving Off of the Sideline 
January 13: The Playbook for Growth 
January 20: The Playbook for Giving 
January 27: The Playbook for Going 
February 3: Living like a Champion – Team Day: wear something from your favorite sports team 
 

 
40 Days of Prayer 
The church will be holding the 40 Days of Prayer Campaign starting in March 2019. There will be 
weekly messages and weekly group studies that will be part of the campaign. Please consider 
coming to be part of this special focus on prayer. 
 
Sermons 
March 3: Do You Really Want to Grow Up? 
March 10: A Beginner's Guide to Prayer 
March 17: Who Do You Think You Are Talking To? 
 



 
Sermons 
March 24: Praying in Five Dimensions 
March 31: How to Pray Throughout Your Day 
April 7: How to Pray for Healing and Restoration 
April 14: When God Says No 
 
Small Group Studies 
Week One: The Purpose of Prayer 
Week Two: How to Pray with Confidence 
Week Three: The Pattern for Prayer – Part One 
Week Four: The Pattern for Prayer – Part Two 
Week Five: Praying for a Breakthrough 
Week Six: How to Pray in a Crisis 
Week Seven: Why Doesn’t God Always Answer the First Time I Pray? (Bonus Session) 
 
Easter 2019 

Tenebrae – Communion Service – Foot Washing – April 18 at 7:00pm 
Tenebrae is Latin meaning to darken. It is a special service that remembers the crucifixion of Jesus 
with the darkening of candles. 
 
Easter Service: April 21, 2019 
Easter Breakfast 9:45am to 10:30am 
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